Durham News Notes
Summer 2019
DURHAM’S LAST STAND
In the late nineties, a developer was seeking approval from the City to build a fourbuilding office park on 3.5 acres of undeveloped property located between Rivendell Drive
and Willowbottom Way. The Kingsgate Office Park was initially conceived of as a small
retail shopping area with a civic center and
an apartment complex when the Kingsgate
neighborhood development was presented
to the City in the early seventies. Because
Durham did not allow retail development,
the development concept morphed to an
office park.

Kingsgate lots for sale—circa 1996

The area was left undeveloped until 1996
when the property owner moved forward
with the office park project. With the impending development, residents of Kingsgate Woods spearheaded an effort to save
the forested tract. A group of Durham
residents interested in saving the trees rallied support and lobbied the City Council
to purchase the four lots. The Council
evaluated the planning issues and decided
to put the issue to a vote. Should the City
purchase the property from the developer
and maintain it as open space, or should
the City allow the developer to proceed

with the proposed office park?
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In November 1997, Durham citizens decided by a 57% vote in favor to purchase
Durham’s Last Stand for $1.4 million. However, the developer would only sell two of the
four lots for that sum. Residents voted again in 1999 to provide additional funds to purchase the remaining lots. The second bond measure passed by one vote, 270-269. The City
purchased the Kingsgate lots in 1998 for a total of $2.13 million. Now, twenty years later,
the City has paid off the bonds. This fall, tax assessments in Durham will reflect the pay-off.
Property owners will no longer pay taxes for Durham general obligation bonds.
The City is committed to maintaining the Kingsgate lots as a forested open space. In 2003,
the City improved the trail through the property, linking Rivendell Drive and Willowbottom
Way. In 2006, the City beautified the streetscape with native plantings. In 2014, the City
removed overhead power lines and installed streetlights along Upper Boones Ferry Road.
Past volunteer efforts have also helped remove invasive ivy and blackberries.
Saved from the chopping block, Durham’s Last Stand has become a sylvan icon for the
City.
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IF YOU FIND A SICK OR DEAD BIRD
Washington County Mosquito Control is responsible for managing
mosquitoes by an integrated mosquito management (IMM) strategy.
Testing birds is important component of the IMM because it may provide an early indication of the spread of West Nile Virus. If you find a
sick or dead bird:


Do not touch the bird with bare hands.



If you must touch the bird, wear disposable gloves and
place the bird in a plastic bag. If possible, place bird in
shaded area.



Dispose of gloves and wash hands immediately.



Keep children and pets away from the bird.



If it has been dead less than 24 hours, call Washington
County at 503-846-8722.



If it is injured, call the Audubon Society at 503-292-6855.

Some birds, such as corvids (e.g., crows and jays), are very susceptible
to WNV and have a high mortality rate from the disease. Corvids account for 50-90% of reported bird cases across North America.
Birds that are infested with insects or maggots, show signs of trauma,
or have been dead for more than 24 hours cannot be tested. They can
be disposed of safely in the trash. Place the bird in a plastic bag using
disposable gloves or a shovel. Throw the bag in the trash and
wash hands thoroughly.

STOP. TRAINS CAN’T.
Did you know…?
About every three hours, a person or vehicle is hit by a train in the U.S.
Although rail crossing incidents and fatalities have been on the decline for
decades, the number of drivers going around gates at railroad crossings
has spiked in recent years. Trains always have the right of way. When approaching a railroad crossing:

FREE WOOD IN DURHAM PARK
Anyone who would like the stumps from trees
that were cut down in the park is welcome to
take it. The wood is located near the parking lot.



Slow down, listen, and look both ways.



Be prepared to stop 15 feet before a crossing.



Make sure you have enough room on the other side before crossing
the tracks. Never get stuck on the tracks!!



Never race through flashing lights. It’s not worth your life!



As a pedestrian, step over the ruts carefully. Bikes and strollers should
cross the tracks at a 90 degree angle so the tires don’t get caught in
the ruts.

SUMMER TIME IS OUTSIDE TIME
Please keep in mind that quiet hours are between 9pm and 7am. Your consideration in
maintaining neighborhood tranquility is always
appreciated!
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SUMMARY OF RECENT ACTIVITY
Monthly Meetings
City Council—4th Tuesday of the
Month



The City is applying for a grant to help fund two new play structures. The play structures will be installed at Durham Park in the fall.



The City Council is reviewing the Tree Protection Ordinance.



The City Council approved a $250 fee for land use appeals.



The City Council adopted a budget for the 2019-2020 fiscal year.



The City Council approved a rate increase for Pride Disposal effective August 1, 2019.



The Tigard Water Department has issued the 2018 Drinking Water Quality report.
Both meetings start at 7:30pm at
The report can be found online at www.tigard-or.gov/wqr.
Durham City Hall.

Planning Commission—1st Tuesday of the Month

HOME BUSINESSES NEED LICENSES TOO
Do you operate a business out of your home? If you declare income from a homebased activity on your taxes, then you are running a business and you need a City business license. The annual fee for a home occupancy business licenses is $50. You need a
Did you know…
business license if you:
There are than 70 employers in
 Provide services using your home as a base of operations;
Durham employing over 340
 Regularly sell things online;
employees.
 Distribute merchandise or dropship from your home;


Teach classes for profit in your home;



Work as a home-based contract employee;



Free lance; or



Undertake any enterprise, activity, profession or occupation for profit from
your home.

FIRE CHIEF DERIC WEISS TAKES HELM OF TVF&R
Since the formation of Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue in 1989, there have only been three
fire chiefs. On July 1, Chief Deric Weiss became the fourth.
Chief Duyck retired at the end of June after more than 30 years in the fire service. Following a rigorous internal selection process, the Board of Directors tapped Weiss, who
previously served as assistant chief, to take the helm of the district.
Chief Weiss spent the beginning of 2019 working closely with Chief Duyck to ensure a
smooth leadership transition. In preparation for his new role, Chief Weiss evaluated what
the District can do differently to enhance the services TVF&R provides, starting with a
reorganization of work groups and operations. “I’m looking forward to the challenges
ahead and getting to work,” Chief Weiss said. “I plan to have a renewed focus on our people, and I will carry on Chief Duyck’s commitment to innovation.” Strengthening relationTVF&R Fire Chief Deric Weiss gave his
ships with community partners and exploring opportunities to work with other organizafirst public address after being sworn
tions to create safer communities are priorities for the new chief.
in as the district’s new fire chief durWeiss began his career at TVR&R as a volunteer and served as an intern before being ing a Transfer of Command Ceremohired by TVF&R as a firefighter in 1994. Since then, he served on the Hazardous Materials ny on July 1 at Rolling Hills CommuniTeam for several years and was promoted through the ranks. He’s been involved with sev- ty Church.
eral local and statewide fire service initiatives including emergency communications, dispatch, hazardous materials response, government affairs, and interoperability.

City of Durham
17160 SW Upper Boones Ferry Road
Durham, OR 97224-7004
Phone: 503-639-6851
Fax: 503-598-8595
E-mail: cityofdurham@comcast.net
Durham City Hall Office Hours
9am — 5pm, Monday through Friday

Find out more on our website:
www.durham-oregon.us
Durham News Notes is written and published by City
staff. We welcome information and contributions that
may be of interest to Durham residents. The newsletter is published by the 15th day of the first month of
each quarter. Deadline for inclusion is the 15th of the
month prior to publication. Archived newsletters are
available online or at City Hall.
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT—AUGUST 6
JOIN THE PARTY! PLAN YOUR EVENT NOW!!
The annual National Night Out celebration is a national evening outside with neighbors and police in the spirit of getting to
know one another. Neighborhoods
can host a variety of special events
such as block parties, cookouts, parades, visits from police, contests,
youth activities, emergency preparedness and anti-crime activities. This is all in the spirit of getting to know neighbors and
local police, in order to prevent crime in the community.
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MAP YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD UPDATE
A Durham citizen group launched the Map Your Neighborhood program in March of 2017. Since then, almost all of the
30 neighborhood clusters have met at least once. Several have
gathered a second time. Special thanks to the many committed
people who have organized and hosted MYN meetings.
The MYN Committee has identified the first city-wide goal to
have every household own a minimum of one
functional fire extinguisher. In dry, hot summers,
fires burn stronger and faster. It is essential that
residents are prepared in case a fire starts in your
home. TVF&R recommends that each household
have a working fire extinguisher on each floor and
one in the garage. Are you prepared?

Durham’s Map Your Neighborhood Committee encourages
you to plan an event with your neighborhood cluster. It’s a
great way to update contacts, practice skills, and review supply
lists. If you have a National Night Out celebration planned for LIVE MUSIC AT BRIDGEPORT VILLAGE
your neighborhood, please register your event with the Tuala- Bridgeport Village will feature live music in the Center Court
tin Police Department and they will do their best to have offic- from July 4 through September 1:
Thursdays - 6-8pm
Fridays - 4-6pm & 7-9pm
ers and McGruff the Crime Fighting Dog make a visit!
Saturdays - 3-5pm & 6-8pm Sundays - 2-4pm & 5-7pm

