
 

 City of Durham                          
        phone: 503.639.6851                                       

   17160 SW Upper Boones Ferry Rd.          e-mail: cityofdurham@comcast.net 
   Durham, Oregon, 97224           website: www.durham-oregon.us 
   Jordan Parente - City Administrator                    Wyatt Bean - Administrative Assistant 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
 

Durham City Hall: Tuesday, May 26th, 2026, 7:30 p.m. 

A.  🛫 OPEN REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING at 7:30 p.m. 
 

B.  ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS 
(Mayor Joshua Drake, Council President: Leslie Gifford, Councilors Gary Paul, David Streicher and Sean Lee) 
 

C.  COUNCIL MINUTES - Council will consider adopting March 24, 2026, and April 28th, 2026, City Council meeting minutes 
(pages 1-10) 

 

D.  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS & EVENTS 
 

 Tuesday June 9th, 2026, Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission at 7:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday June 23rd, 2026, Regular Meeting of the City Council at 7:30 p.m. 

 

E.  PUBLIC FORUM 
For matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda.  Matters requiring further investigation or detailed answers will be referred to 
City Staff for follow-up at a future meeting.  Please limit your comments to no more than three (3) minutes. 
 

F.  TVF&R PRESENTATION BY CHIEF SMITH 
 

G.  FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 275-26, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DURHAM, OREGON 
ADOPTING BUILDING CODE PROVISIONS FOR APPLICATION WITHIN THE CITY OF DURHAM AND 
REPEALING ORDINANCE 271-25, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (pages 11-23) 
Motion Required 
 

H.  SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 274-26: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR LICENSING OF TRADES, 
SHOPS, OCCUPATIONS, PROFESSIONS, AND BUSINESSES FOR THE PURPOSES OF REVENUE AND 
REGULATION; PROVIDING THE METHOD OF ISSUING LICENSES; PROVIDING PENALTIES; AND 
REPEALING ORDINANCE 201-00 & 217-04 (pages 24-36) 
Motion Required 
 

I.  SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 275-26, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DURHAM ADOPTING 
BUILDING CODE PROVISIONS FOR APPLICATION WITHIN THE CITY AND REPEALING ORDINANCE 
271-25, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
Motion Required 
 

J.  RESOLUTION 697-26; A RESOLUTION OF THE DURHAM CITY COUNCIL, ADOPTING BUILDING CODES 
STANDARDS FOR THE CITY OF DURHAM, OREGON (pages 37-38) 
Motion Required 
 

K.  RESOLUTION 698-26; A RESOLUTION TO SIGN AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH METRO 
FOR THE REMEDIATION OF ENCAMPMENTS (pages 39-45) 
Motion Required 
 

L.  RESOLUTION 699-26; A RESOLUTION OF THE DURHAM CITY COUNCIL, OREGON, ACCEPTING A METRO 
LOCAL SHARE GRANT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE AN 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH METRO (pages 46-47) 
Motion Required 
 

M.  PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION 700-26; A RESOLUTION OF THE DURHAM CITY COUNCIL SETTING 
FEES, CONSOLIDATING FEES AND ESTABLISHING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR THE CITY OF DURHAM, 
OREGON (pages 48-53) 
Council shall conduct a public hearing to provide an opportunity for public comment on fee increases. 
Motion Required  

 



 

 

N.  PUBLIC HEARING ON RESOLUTION 701-26; A RESOLUTION OF THE DURHAM CITY COUNCIL 
ESTABLISHING BUILDING PERMIT FEES FOR THE CITY OF DURHAM, OREGON 
Council shall conduct a public hearing to provide an opportunity for public comment on fee increases (pages 54-62) 
Motion Required 
 

O.  PROPOSED CITY TREE REMOVAL: DEAD & DYING TREES IN DURHAM PARK (page 63-65) 
Motion Required 
 

P.  LEGAL ADVICE REGARDING MUNICIPAL CODE – COUNSELOR STREICHER (pages 66-68) 
Motion Required 
 

Q.  RESOLUTION TO SIGN IGA WITH TUALATIN FOR POLICING SERIVES (pages 69-78) 
Motion Required 
 

R.  RESOLUTION TO SIGN IGA WITH TULATIN FOR MUNICIPAL COURT SERVICES (pages 79-85) 
Motion Required 
 

S.  CONSIDERATION TO ADJUST CITY ADMINISTRATOR SALARY 
Motion required 
 

T.  FINANCIAL REPORTS   
 Financial Reports for April 2026 (pages 86-90) 
 Approval of Vendor Checks 17928-17943 totaling $48,876.63 and EFTs & Payroll totaling $ 19,196.22 (pages 91-92) 
Motion required 

 

U.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 

V.  COUNCIL COMMENTS & MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

W.  ADJOURN 
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City of Durham 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
March 24, 2026 

 

A.  OPEN REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. 

Mayor Joshua Drake opened the regular council meeting at 7:31 PM at Bridgeport Church. 

B.  ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS.  

Councilors present: Mayor Joshua Drake, Council President Leslie Gifford, Councilors Gary Paul, David 
Streicher (via Teams), and Sean Lee 

Councilors absent: None 

Staff present: City Administrator Jordan Parente, Administrative Assistant Wyatt Bean, City Attorney 
Ashleigh Dougill (via Teams) 

C.  COUNCIL MINUTES. 

Council considered the February 24, 2026, City Council work session and regular meeting minutes. 
Council President Gifford moved to adopt the minutes, and Councilor Paul seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously (5-0). 

MO 032426-01 

D.  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS. 

Council reviewed the upcoming meeting schedule, including the April 14, 2026, regular Planning 
Commission meeting, the Budget Committee meeting on April 28, 2026, and the regular City Council 
meeting on April 28, 2026. 

E.  PUBLIC FORUM. 

Mayor Drake outlined the public forum process, including the three-minute speaking limit and the 
expectation that comments would be received without back-and-forth discussion. Multiple residents 
commented, with most remarks focused on tree regulation, public safety, and development concerns. 

Residents from Afton Lane and nearby properties asked about the status of the Durham Estates site, 
stating that little visible activity had occurred and expressing concern about what may ultimately be built 
there, whether the matter remained under appeal, and how the process had progressed. Additional 
comments questioned whether prior tree retention expectations on nearby development sites had been 
met and whether future development would be subject to meaningful tree preservation requirements. 

Several residents commented on the proposed private property tree ordinance. Some expressed 
concern that the City’s extensive tree canopy had become difficult to manage on private property and 
sought clarification about what size trees could be removed and under what process. Others objected 
to the permit fees and penalties and stated that portions of the ordinance remained unclear. 

Other residents spoke in support of the ordinance, specifically that it reflected careful consideration of 
the 2024 tree committee’s work and that its most important improvement was shifting most tree removal 
decisions to a qualified ISA-certified arborist. 
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Other residents described repeated tree failures in the Heron Grove area and nearby neighborhoods, 
including incidents where fallen trees damaged homes and had the potential to cause serious injury or 
death to residents. Speakers expressed that the current draft of the ordinance failed to provide 
remedies to issues expressed by the community and that arborist inspections do not always identify 
failing trees in advance. Other residents also urged the city to track tree falls within the city and 
requested that Council not adopt the ordinance without further revisions. Resident concerns included 
the increased cost of permits, the severity of penalties, delays in removing dangerous trees, and the 
absence of a discretionary permit path for trees homeowners view as problematic but may not qualify 
as hazards. 

One resident also raised a separate question about the status of a possible crosswalk at Findlay Road 
to improve pedestrian ability to safely cross Upper Boones Ferry Road and access to Bridgeport. 

F.  PLANNING COMMISSION UPDATE. 

City Administrator Parente reported on the March 10, 2026, Planning Commission meeting. He stated 
that the Commission approved a revised sign for the Ainsworth property near City Hall. He also 
reported approval of two Type G tree removal requests associated with development activity: one 
involving a previously retained cedar tied to Lot 36 of David Weekley Homes’ Durham Heights project, 
with one mitigation tree required. The other removal involved a tree at what is now 7888 SW Ellman 
Lane, where a large structural root was uncovered during excavation that conflicted with the building 
foundation. This permit was also approved, requiring one mitigation tree. 

G.  SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 273-26; REGULATING THE REMOVAL OF TREES ON 
PRIVATE PROPERTY AND NOT CONNECTED TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF LAND. 

Council discussed the proposed ordinance at length considering public testimony and council input. 
Councilor Streicher recommended removing the final sentence in Section 162.10.A because prior edits 
had made it unnecessary. City Attorney Dougill stated the ordinance now specified where violations 
were continuing in nature and agreed the sentence was no longer necessary. 

Council then addressed issues raised during Public Forum. Staff clarified that Durham Estates had not 
yet applied for tree removal permits. Council explained that Upper Boones Ferry Road is a state 
highway and that ODOT, not the City, is responsible for installing crossings. Staff and Council clarified 
that tree removal associated with development is generally governed by the Durham Development 
Code, and that updated tree regulations for development had recently been revised. They explained 
that the ordinance under consideration at this meeting applies to all other circumstances of tree 
removal on private property that are unrelated to development land use decisions. 

Council discussed the allowance for one tree per year in the 6-inch to 10-inch diameter-at-breast-height 
range, with City Attorney Dougill clarifying that a permit is still required, but that removal within that size 
range is allowed at one tree per year per physical address. Council also responded to concerns about 
prior development canopy removal, explaining that the Durham Heights development was permitted to 
retain the required amount of canopy through perimeter trees and a dedicated tract area, as retained 
trees were credited for 200% of the retained canopy under the prior code. 

In discussing fees and penalties, Mayor Drake stated that permit fees had not changed for a long time 
and that the revised structure was intended in part to recover City costs, including the use of the City’s 
arborist to make permit determinations. Council also discussed whether the catch-all violation provision, 
found in 162.10.A.iii, was too high. After discussion, Council reached consensus to reduce the 
maximum penalty per month from $4,000 to $2,500. Council additionally discussed whether the 
ordinance should include a discretionary permit path comparable to the “Type E” permit in the current 
code, specifically a permit for trees over 10 inches DBH that do not clearly fit other permit categories. 
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No additional permit category was added at this meeting, though discussion reflected interest in 
monitoring how the ordinance functions in practice and considering future amendments, if needed. 

Council President Gifford moved to adopt the second reading of Ordinance 273-26 with the two 
revisions read into the record by City Attorney Dougill: removal of the second sentence in Section 
162.10.A and reduction of the penalty in 162.10.A.iii from $4,000 to $2,500. Councilor Streicher 
seconded the motion. Mayor Drake, Council President Gifford, Councilor Streicher, and Councilor Lee 
voted in favor. Councilor Paul abstained. The motion passed 4-0. 

MO 032426-02 

H.  RESOLUTION 693-26 REQUIRING COUNCIL AUTHORIZATION AND PUBLIC NOTICE FOR NON-
EMERGENCY TREE REMOVALS. 

Mayor Drake explained that the resolution requires that Council authorization be obtained for non-
emergency tree removals on City-owned land. Council President Gifford moved approval, and 
Councilor Paul seconded. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

MO 032426-03 

I.  RESOLUTION 694-26 MASTER FEE SCHEDULE UPDATE. 

City Administrator Parente explained that the proposed fee schedule update primarily revised wording 
so that the fee schedule aligned with the newly adopted tree code language, while keeping the fee 
amounts the same. He also noted that the City’s arborist bills at $245 per hour, exclusive of travel time, 
which informed implementation. Council President Gifford moved approval. Councilor Paul seconded 
the motion. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

MO 032426-04 

J.  GILHAM NUISANCE ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT REQUEST HAZARD TREE. 

City Administrator Parente summarized the request as a dispute between neighboring private property 
owners concerning a dead tree alleged to be hazardous. He explained that nuisance enforcement could 
be considered if Council determined there was a public danger. City Attorney Dougill stated that the 
City could, at Council’s discretion, declare a condition on private property a public nuisance and pursue 
abatement, but emphasized that the nuisance framework is generally aimed at broader public health, 
safety, or welfare impacts. 

Council discussed whether the tree posed an immediate public threat or whether the matter was better 
treated as a private dispute between neighbors. Councilor Streicher stated that he did not believe the 
matter met the standard of an immediate threat under the nuisance code. Council generally agreed and 
directed staff to not pursue nuisance enforcement. 

K.  WASHINGTON COUNTY POLICY ADVISORY BOARD APPOINTMENT. 

City Administrator Parente informed Council that there was a vacancy on the Washington County Policy 
Advisory Board and noted that the work generally involves housing policy and related county matters. 
No Council member volunteered for the appointment at this meeting, and Council agreed to revisit the 
matter later. 

L.  FINANCIAL REPORTS. 

Council reviewed the February 2026 financial reports, including vendor checks numbered 17900 
through 17912 totaling $52,089.40 and EFTs and payroll totaling $18,048.57. Council President Gifford 
moved approval, and Councilor Paul seconded. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

3



 

4 
 

MO 032426-05 

M.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT. 

City Administrator Parente reported that Bulky Waste Pickup Day would be held on April 25. He also 
updated Council regarding the City’s engineering contract, explaining that the existing engineering firm 
was in the process of being sold and had requested assignment of the contract to the new owner. City 
Attorney Dougill stated that the City may have the ability to decline consent to assignment and pursue a 
new procurement process, and that additional review of the original procurement and contract terms 
would be appropriate. Mayor Drake indicated that the matter was an administrative decision for City 
Administrator Parente. City Administrator Parente also noted an upcoming Family Peace Center event 
on April 30 to which Council had been invited. 

N.  COUNCIL COMMENTS & MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATIONAL ITEMS. 

Councilor Streicher suggested retaining the Planning Commission minutes for Council review but 
removing the verbal meeting update. He also stated that Council should decide whether to retain the 
City’s auditor for the next cycle before additional work proceeds. Council generally agreed that Planning 
Commission minutes could remain in the packet without a separate oral update and that the audit 
matter should be placed on a future agenda. 

Councilor Lee asked whether the City had any ability to request a crosswalk improvement from ODOT. 
Council discussed prior efforts and noted that ODOT has final authority over the state highway. 
Councilor Lee also suggested that Council periodically revisit the new tree ordinance to assess what is 
working and what may need amendment. City Administrator Parente responded that the issue had 
been noted for follow-up during future goal planning. 

COUNCIL ENTERED EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 9:20 PM. 

O.  EXECUTIVE SESSION ON ORS 192.660 (2) (f) – TO CONSIDER INFORMATION OR RECORDS 
THAT ARE EXEMPT BY LAW FROM PUBLIC INSPECTION. 

P.  EXECUTIVE SESSION ON ORS 192.660 (2) (e) – TO CONDUCT DELIBERATIONS WITH PERSONS 
DESIGNATED BY THE GOVERNING BODY TO NEGOTIATE REAL PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS. 

Q.  EXECUTIVE SESSION ON ORS 192.660 (2) (h) – TO CONSULT WITH LEGAL COUNSEL 
REGARDING LEGAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF A PUBLIC BODY WITH REGARD TO CURRENT 
LITIGATION OR LITIGATION LIKELY TO BE FILED. 

R.  EXECUTIVE SESSION ON ORS 192.660 (2) (h) – TO CONSULT WITH LEGAL COUNSEL 
REGARDING LEGALRIGHTS AND DUTIES OF A PUBLIC BODY WITH REGARD TO CURRENT 
LITIGATION OR LITIGATIONLIKELY TO BE FILED. 

COUNCIL EXITED EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 9:40 PM. 

S.  ITEMS REQUIRING MOTIONS FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Following Executive Session, Council considered a settlement-related action. Council President Gifford 
moved to authorize the City Administrator to sign the settlement agreement provided the City receives 
at least $15,000. Councilor Lee seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

MO 032426-06 
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T.  ADJOURN.  

Mayor Drake adjourned the meeting at 9:41 PM. 

 

 

Approved: 

 

  __________________________________________ 

  Joshua Drake, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

  _______________________________________________ 

  Jordan Parente, CITY ADMINISTRATOR/RECORDER 
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City of Durham 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
April 28, 2026 

 

A.  OPEN REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING. 

Mayor Joshua Drake opened the regular council meeting at 8:05 PM at Durham City Hall. 

B.  ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS.  

Councilors present: Mayor Joshua Drake, Council President Leslie Gifford, Councilors Gary Paul, David 
Streicher, and Sean Lee 

Councilors absent: None 

Staff present: City Administrator Jordan Parente and Administrative Assistant Wyatt Bean 

C.  COUNCIL MINUTES. 

Council considered adoption of the City Council work session minutes from February 10, 2026, and 
March 24, 2026.  

Council President Gifford moved to approve the City Council work session minutes from February 10, 
2026. Councilor Lee seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

MO-CC-042826-01 

After the vote, City Administrator Parente noted that the March 24, 2026, City Council meeting minutes 
had not been included in the agenda packet. He stated that they were nearly complete but required 
confirmation of the seconder for a motion related to the Master Fee Schedule. Council agreed that 
Councilor Paul seconded the motion. City Administrator Parente stated March 24, 2026, minutes would 
be amended and placed on the next agenda for consideration. 

D.  CALENDAR OF MEETINGS & EVENTS. 

Mayor Drake reviewed the calendar of upcoming meetings and events, including the May 12, 2026, 
Planning Commission meeting, the May 25, 2026, City Hall closure for Memorial Day, and the May 26, 
2026, regular City Council meeting. City Administrator Parente noted that a work session had also been 
tentatively scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on May 26 but stated that it might not be needed depending on 
Council’s remaining budget or work session needs, which council affirmed. 

E.  PUBLIC FORUM. 

Mayor Drake opened the public forum for matters not appearing elsewhere on the agenda. No 
members of the public were present in person or on Teams and no public testimony was received. 
Mayor Drake closed the public forum. 

F.  PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES. 

The Planning Commission meeting minutes from April 14, 2026, were included in the meeting packet. 
City Administrator Parente noted Councilor Streicher’s request to only answer questions and not rehash 
the minutes. He added the Planning Commission approved a tree removal request. 
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G.  RESOLUTION 695-26: A RESOLUTION OF DURHAM CITY COUNCIL CERTIFYING DURHAM’S 
ELIGIBILITY STATUS FOR THE RECEIPT OF STATE-SHARED REVENUES UNDER ORS 221.760. 

Council considered Resolution 695-26, certifying the City’s eligibility to receive state-shared revenues 
under ORS 221.760. Council President Gifford moved to approve Resolution 695-26, and Councilor 
Lee seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

MO-CC-042826-02 

H.  RESOLUTION 696-26: A RESOLUTION OF DURHAM CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE AND ACCEPT A HOUSING PLANNING ASSISTANCE GRANT. 

Council considered Resolution 696-26, authorizing the City Administrator to execute and accept a 
Housing Planning Assistance Grant with the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 
Development for the City of Durham Conforming Development Code Update. Council President Gifford 
moved to approve Resolution 696-26, and Councilor Paul seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously (5-0). 

MO-CC-042826-03 

I.  FIRST READING OF ORDINANCE 27X-26: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR LICENSING OF 
TRADES, SHOPS, OCCUPATIONS, PROFESSIONS, AND BUSINESSES FOR THE PURPOSES OF 
REVENUE AND REGULATION; PROVIDING THE METHOD OF ISSUING LICENSES; PROVIDING 
PENALTIES; AND REPEALING ORDINANCE 201-00 & 217-04. 

City Administrator Parente introduced the first reading of Ordinance 27X-26 and asked Administrative 
Assistant Bean to summarize the proposed business license ordinance. Administrative Assistant Bean 
explained that the ordinance would repeal and replace Ordinance 201-00 and Ordinance 217-04, 
modernize and consolidate the City’s business license regulations, clarify administrative rules, and 
update language related to business licenses, ownership changes, licensees, material changes, and 
prohibited activities. He noted that a key change would be removing the fee amounts from the 
ordinance and establishing them by resolution, allowing the City to update business license fees 
through the Master Fee Schedule. 

City Administrator Parente explained that staff intended to bring the fee resolution forward with the 
second reading because business license renewal notices are sent in June. He also stated that staff 
intended to consolidate business license fees, building permit fees, and other City fees into a more 
complete Master Fee Schedule. Council discussed the existing fee amounts, potential increases, and 
comparisons to neighboring cities. Councilor Streicher questioned whether the City should charge more 
for larger businesses, noting that a $200 fee for businesses with more than 50 employees appeared 
low. Staff stated that the packet reflected existing fees and that proposed changes would be presented 
with the fee resolution. Council requested comparable information from nearby cities for the next 
meeting and discussed whether fees should be based on number of employees or full-time equivalents. 

Council also discussed the proposed exemption for people 16 years of age or younger operating a part-
time business with annual gross income below a specified amount. Councilor Paul questioned whether 
the $500 threshold was too low, and Council discussed practical examples such as youth lawn mowing 
or similar small activities. Council reached consensus to revise the proposed threshold to $2,500. 
Council also discussed the blank fine amount for door-to-door solicitation violations where no-
solicitation signage is posted. City Administrator Parente stated that the provision would likely serve 
more as a deterrent than a frequent enforcement tool, and Council reached consensus to set the 
proposed fine at $500. 
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Council President Gifford moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance 27X-26. Councilor Lee 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. The motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

MO-CC-042826-04 

J.  PROPOSED CITY TREE REMOVAL: DEAD & DYING TREES IN DURHAM PARK. 

City Administrator Parente presented a memorandum requesting authorization to remove dead and 
dying trees in Durham Park, including eight declining birch trees near the north end of the Schirado 
Nature Loop and one dead cottonwood near the junction toward Cook Family Park. He explained that 
two trees had already been removed after a park user reported trees falling onto the path, and that the 
remaining proposed removals were based on prior recommendations from the City arborist. The trees 
had been marked with ribbon. 

Councilor Streicher stated that he supported removing the cottonwood because of its proximity to the 
trail and potential hazard to trail users but opposed removing the birch grove at this time. He stated that 
dead or declining trees in remote natural areas can provide habitat, that their roots may help stabilize 
the bank near Fanno Creek, and that the birch trees did not appear to present an immediate hazard. 

Council discussed the condition and location of the trees, whether removal could benefit healthier 
vegetation, and the importance of avoiding unnecessary tree removal. Mayor Drake suggested 
postponing the item so Council members could visit the site before acting. Council agreed to bring the 
item back at the next meeting after members had an opportunity to inspect the marked trees. No formal 
action was taken. 

K.  CHANGE OF AUDITORS - COUNCILOR STREICHER. 

Councilor Streicher raised concerns regarding the City’s audit services, noting that the final audit had 
been received approximately four months late and that an earlier draft included outdated or inaccurate 
footnotes. He stated that the delay and draft errors raised concerns about the quality and continuity of 
service, the burden on staff, and the credibility of the City’s financial statements. He summarized 
research he had conducted on auditors used by other small Oregon cities and recommended that the 
City consider bids from other audit firms. 

City Administrator Parente stated that the City had worked with Pauly Rogers for more than 30 years 
and that the City’s accountant had cautioned that it may be difficult to secure a new auditor for the 
current fiscal year because audit firms typically plan their schedules earlier. He stated that Durham’s 
cash-basis audit may be easier to schedule but noted that the timing for seeking quotes is generally 
toward the end of the calendar year. Mayor Drake asked whether staff had raised concerns with the 
auditor, and City Administrator Parente confirmed that they had. 

Council President Gifford stated that she had spoken with Roy Rogers, who acknowledged the issue, 
said it had been resolved, and indicated it would not happen again. Councilor Lee recommended that 
Council formally express its concerns in writing and review alternatives so the City would be prepared 
to change auditors if similar issues occur in the next fiscal year. Council discussed cost considerations, 
the need to balance service quality with budget constraints, and the possibility of obtaining quotes from 
other firms. Council provided direction for staff to send a letter documenting the City’s concerns. 

L.  FINANCIAL REPORTS. 

Council considered the April 2026 financial reports, vendor checks 17913 through 17927 totaling 
$34,262.36, and EFTs and payroll totaling $18,218.65. Council President Gifford moved to approve the 
financial reports and payments as presented. Councilor Lee seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously (5-0). 
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MO-CC-042826-05 

M.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT. 

City Administrator Parente reported that the Family Peace Center event was scheduled for April 30 
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and that Council had been invited. He stated that the City had submitted its 
$250,000 Small City Allotment grant application on April 15 for street improvements on Rivendell, 
Woody End, and Arkenstone, which he described as among the City’s streets most in need of 
resurfacing. He also reported that Tigard Water District had contacted the City about a future water 
project on Peters Road, which provides an opportunity to bring the street up to City standards. 

City Administrator Parente reported that the Governor had vetoed House Bill 4177 related to public 
meetings and serial meetings. He also summarized the April 25 bulky waste pickup and tree lot events, 
stating that the events appeared successful and that volunteers focused on laurels near the Rivendell 
side of the tree lot. Mayor Drake stated that the area looked improved and that the path had been 
widened. 

City Administrator Parente discussed several intergovernmental agreements. He stated that a Tualatin 
Life reporter had contacted the City regarding the Tualatin Police IGA. He also discussed two Metro 
IGAs, including an encampment cleanup agreement that raised concerns because Metro requested a 
broad indemnity clause. He stated that the City Attorney was reluctant to recommend approval of that 
provision because encampment cleanups can involve significant legal risk, which this clause would 
place on the City rather than Metro. He also noted that the Metro Local Share IGA must be completed 
before the City can proceed with using the grant funds for the proposed ADA parking and access 
improvements. 

City Administrator Parente stated that staff would bring forward a fee resolution to consolidate City fees 
into a single Master Fee Schedule, including building fees. He explained that Tualatin planned a 5% 
building permit fee increase and was also considering an additional 20% increase, and that Durham’s 
IGA with Tualatin requires the City to mirror Tualatin’s costs because Durham remits 80% of building 
permit fees to Tualatin. He stated that staff would recommend noticing and adopting the fee adjustment 
in one action effective July 1. 

City Administrator Parente reported that staff was also preparing an updated building ordinance and 
hoped to bring it to Council in May. He also described an issue with the City’s online municipal tree 
permit submission process and stated that staff are working to fix it. He invited Council to review the 
updated tree permit webpage and provide feedback. 

Council discussed whether a May 26 work session would be needed. Based on the budget meeting 
earlier that evening and the remaining workload, Council generally agreed that the work session was 
unnecessary, and that the regular meeting could proceed at 7:30 p.m. City Administrator Parente also 
noted that he might need to attend the June 23 meeting remotely due to a family matter. 

City Administrator Parente asked for direction regarding the City’s July 4 celebration, which would also 
recognize Durham’s 60th anniversary. Council discussed holding a modest midday gathering at 
Durham Park with possibly ice cream, hot dogs, historical City information, and potential participation 
by TVF&R, law enforcement, Metro, Pride Disposal, Clean Water Services, or local businesses. Council 
discussed cost estimates and possible sponsorships. Council generally supported planning within a 
$2,000 City budget while staff explored sponsorships and lower-cost options. 
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N.  COUNCIL COMMENTS & MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATIONAL ITEMS. 

Councilor Paul reported on the Metropolitan Area Communications Commission (MACC) negotiations 
with Comcast. He stated that MACC was operating under a one-year extension while negotiations 
continued. MACC is seeking a higher percentage of gross revenue and Comcast is offering a lower 
amount. He explained that even a small percentage difference represented a significant amount of 
revenue to member jurisdictions. Councilor Paul also reported that MACC was considering new 
revenue options as cable subscriptions decline, including a possible tax on streaming services. He 
stated that any such tax would require approval by the member jurisdictions and that MACC was 
seeking direction on whether to continue gathering information. Council generally expressed interest in 
receiving more information. 

O.  ADJOURN.  

Mayor Drake adjourned the meeting at 9:27 PM. 

 

 

Approved: 

 

  __________________________________________ 

  Joshua Drake, MAYOR 

 

Attest: 

  _______________________________________________ 

  Jordan Parente, CITY ADMINISTRATOR/RECORDER 
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City of Durham                          
                  phone: 503.639.6851                                       

   17160 SW Upper Boones Ferry Rd.          e-mail: cityofdurham@comcast.net 
   Durham, Oregon, 97224           website: www.durham-oregon.us    

   Jordan Parente - City Administrator                    Wyatt Bean - Administrative Assistant 
 

STAFF REPORT 

DATE:   May 26, 2026 
TO:  City Council 
FROM:  Jordan Parente, City Administrator 
RE:  Building Code Ordinance Update 
 
Background 

The City of Durham regulates building code administration through Ordinance 271-25 and 
Resolution 684-25. Ordinance 271-25 established a local framework for building code 
administration, authorized the City to adopt applicable Oregon specialty codes by resolution, 
addressed Building Official services, established permit-life provisions, allowed permit fees to be 
adopted by resolution, and added a penalty provision for building code violations. Resolution 684-
25 adopted the applicable specialty codes for review of building and related permit applications 
within the City. 
The proposed Ordinance 275-26 repeals and replaces Ordinance 271-25 with a more complete 
Building Code ordinance. The proposed Resolution 697-26 repeals and replaces Resolution 684-25 
and continues the City’s practice of adopting applicable Oregon specialty codes and related 
standards by resolution. 
The update preserves Durham’s existing building code framework while clarifying local 
administration, the role of the Building Official, the City Administrator’s enforcement authority, 
permit requirements, work in easements and rights-of-way, demolition, grading, excavation, fill, 
appeals, liens, and related enforcement tools. It also clarifies that Durham does not administer or 
enforce the Oregon Electrical Specialty Code, which remains under Washington County or the 
applicable electrical permitting authority. 

 
Summary of Ordinance 

The proposed ordinance maintains Durham’s general building code framework while substantially 
improving clarity, enforceability, and administrative usefulness by: 

Repealing and Replacing Ordinance 271-25: 
Ordinance 275-26 repeals Ordinance 271-25 and any other ordinances currently in effect that 
adopt or amend City specialty codes, creating a clearer and more current local Building Code 
framework. 

Establishes a Clear Purpose and Scope: 
The ordinance adds a more complete purpose statement and clarifies that the Building Code 
applies to construction, alteration, relocation, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use 
and occupancy, location, maintenance, and installation of materials and equipment in buildings, 
structures, and related appurtenances. Demolition, grading, excavation, and fill are addressed 
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separately as locally adopted standards where authorized by ordinance, resolution, the Durham 
Development Code, or other applicable law. 

Clarifying Relationship to the Development Code and Other Law: 
The ordinance recognizes that the Building Official performs duties assigned under the City’s 
building official services agreement, including permit review, plan review, inspections, and technical 
code administration for active permits. It also expressly authorizes the City Administrator to 
administer and enforce matters not covered by that agreement, including unpermitted work, stop 
work orders, civil infractions, demolition, grading, excavation, fill, easements, rights-of-way, and 
other local enforcement actions. 

Definitions: 
The ordinance adds definitions for key terms including Building Official, City Administrator, business 
days, calendar days, construction documents, demolition, permit, and receipt. These definitions 
help standardize interpretation and improve administration of notices, permits, appeals, and 
enforcement actions. 

Continuing Adoption of Codes and Fees by Resolution: 
The ordinance preserves the City’s practice of adopting applicable specialty codes, local standards, 
and permit fees by resolution. This allows the City to remain current with state code updates and 
fee adjustments without requiring a full ordinance amendment each time technical code editions or 
fee schedules change. 

Clarifying Electrical Permitting: 
The ordinance states that Durham does not administer or enforce the Oregon Electrical Specialty 
Code and that electrical permits, inspections, and electrical code enforcement are administered by 
Washington County or the otherwise applicable electrical permitting authority. 

Adding Local Permit Requirements and Locally Adopted Standards: 
The ordinance includes optional local permit requirements for certain retaining walls, tanks, 
ground-mounted photovoltaic systems, towers, antennae, and flagpoles and separately recognizes 
locally adopted standards for demolition, grading, excavation, and fill. 

Updating Permit Life Standards: 
The ordinance updates permit life language to reflect the current 180-day permit expiration 
framework, allowing written extensions of up to 180 days when requested in writing and supported 
by justifiable cause. 

Addressing Work Without a Permit and Investigation Fees: 
The ordinance clarifies that regulated work, including demolition, grading, excavation, and fill 
where applicable, may not begin until the required permit is obtained. It also authorizes 
investigation fees and penalties when work requiring a permit begins without one. 

Strengthening Entry, Stop Work and Enforcement Tools: 
The ordinance adds a local right-of-entry process that requires credentials, requested entry, and 
lawful remedies if entry is refused. It also authorizes stop work orders for work performed contrary 
to the Code, in a dangerous or unsafe manner, or in a manner that interferes with City real 
property rights. 
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Protections for Easements and Public Right of Way: 
The ordinance prohibits construction or placement of structures, walls, fences, retaining walls, 
foundations, utility structures, or similar improvements within public easements, public walkways, 
public trail easements, or rights-of-way without written City authorization and required permits. 
This helps protect utilities, drainage, access, public infrastructure, and City property rights and 
interests. 

Clarifying Permit Suspension, Revocation, Appeals, Liens and Penalties: 
The ordinance authorizes suspension or revocation of permits issued in error or in violation of 
applicable requirements, provides appeal procedures, authorizes liens for unpaid fines or costs, 
establishes responsibility for compliance, and classifies violations as civil infractions punishable by a 
fine of up to $1,000 per violation, with each calendar day of violation constituting a separate 
violation. 

 
Summary of Resolution 697-26 

Resolution 697-26 is intended to serve as the companion resolution to Ordinance 275-26. While the 
ordinance establishes the City’s local administrative and enforcement framework, the resolution 
adopts the applicable Oregon specialty codes, optional local provisions, and locally adopted 
demolition, grading, excavation, and fill standards enforced within the City. 
The resolution adopts the 2025 Oregon Structural Specialty Code, 2025 Oregon Mechanical 
Specialty Code, 2023 Oregon Residential Specialty Code, 2023 Oregon Plumbing Specialty Code, 
2025 Oregon Fire Code, 2010 Oregon Manufactured Dwelling Installation Specialty Code, and 2025 
Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code. It also adopts optional local provisions for certain 
retaining walls, tanks, ground-mounted photovoltaic systems, towers, antennae, and flagpoles, and 
adopts local demolition and Appendix J grading standards with specified local modifications. 
Resolution 697-26 repeals and replaces Resolution 684-25 so that the City’s ordinance and 
resolution work together as a coordinated and updated building code framework. 

 
Recommendation 

The City Administrator recommends that City Council adopt Ordinance 275-26 and Resolution 697-
26. Together, the ordinance and resolution modernize Durham’s Building Code framework, repeal 
and replace the current ordinance and resolution, preserve adoption of Oregon specialty codes and 
permit fees by resolution, and provide clearer local tools for unpermitted work, stop work orders, 
demolition, grading, excavation, fill, construction in easements and rights-of-way, permit 
administration, appeals, liens, and enforcement. These updates will improve administrative clarity 
and help protect public health, safety, welfare, public infrastructure, and City property interests. 
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Ordinance 275-26 
1 OF 1 

City of Durham 

ORDINANCE 275-26 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF DURHAM, OREGON ADOPTING BUILDING CODE 

PROVISIONS FOR APPLICATION WITHIN THE CITY OF DURHAM AND REPEALING 

ORDINANCE 271-25, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

WHEREAS, the City of Durham seeks to consolidate its Building Code to ensure clear standards for 
construction, safety, and permit administration; and 

WHEREAS, the City is authorized under ORS Chapter 455 to administer a building inspection program, 
appoint a Building Official, and adopt state specialty codes; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it efficient to establish administrative procedures for permit lifespans, 
fees, and enforcement and to exercise local options for specific structures; and 

WHEREAS, these updates are necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the community; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF DURHAM, OREGON ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1. Ordinance 275-26 is adopted and shall be known as the “Building Code”, and may 
so be cited and pleaded, and shall be cited herein as “this ordinance.” This 
ordinance is in addition to the provisions of the City of Durham Development Code. 
The City Administrator is authorized to make non-substantive edits necessary for 
organization, formatting, and consistency, and to correct any scrivener’s errors that 
may be found in Exhibit “A” during codification. 

Section 2. Ordinances 271-25 and all other ordinances that may be currently in effect that 
adopt or amend city specialty codes are hereby repealed in their entirety. 

Section 3. If any provision, section, phrase, or word of this Ordinance or its application to any 
person, or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other 
provisions that can be given effect without the invalid provision or application. 

Section 4. With this Ordinance being necessary to protect the public’s health and safety, an 
emergency is declared, and the Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon being 
passed and adopted by the City Council. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City of Durham, Oregon, this 26th day of May 2026. 

First Reading: May 26, 2026 
Second Reading: May 26, 2026 
            CITY OF DURHAM 

 

          By:  _______________________ 

              Joshua Drake, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________   

Jordan Parente, City Administrator/Recorder   
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Building Ordinance – Exhibit “A” 

City of Durham 

ORDINANCE 275-26 
BUILDING CODE – EXHIBIT “A” 

1. Title for citation. 

The ordinance codified herein shall be known as the “Building Code”, and may so be cited 
and pleaded, and shall be cited herein as “this ordinance.” 

2. Purpose. 

The purpose of the Building Code is to establish minimum uniform performance standards 
providing a reasonable level of safety, public health and general welfare through structural 
strength, means of egress facilities, stability, sanitation, adequate light and ventilation, 
energy conservation, and safety to life and property from fire, explosion and other hazards, 
and to provide a reasonable level of safety to fire fighters and emergency responders during 
emergency operations. 

3. Scope and Application 

A. Except for buildings, structures, or appurtenances that are otherwise exempt or not 
included in the Building Code, the Building Code shall apply to the construction, 
alteration, relocation, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, 
location, maintenance, and installation of materials and equipment in or part of 
buildings, structures, or appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or 
structures, except those permissibly located in a public way, or work associated with 
hydraulic flood control structures or public utility poles and towers. Demolition, 
grading, excavation, and fill are regulated only as expressly provided in this ordinance, 
the Durham Development Code, adopted resolutions, or other applicable law. 

B. Where, in any specific case, different sections of the Building Code specify different 
materials, methods of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall 
govern. Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a specific 
requirement, the specific requirement shall be applicable. 

C. Where, in any specific case, there is a conflict between the Building Code and any 
Oregon Revised Statute, the statute shall govern. The provisions of this Building Code 
shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state or federal law. 

D. If, in a specific case, there is a conflict between the administrative procedures of this 
chapter and a given code, the procedures within the Building Code shall govern. If, in a 
specific case, there is a conflict between the technical provisions of this chapter and a 
given code, the provisions within that code shall govern. 

E. Where Oregon law authorizes local adoption, local administration, or local regulation 
of a matter, the City’s adopted local provisions shall apply. Nothing in this ordinance is 
intended to create a local amendment to the State Building Code unless such 
amendment is authorized by Oregon law. 
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Building Ordinance – Exhibit “A” 

4. Definitions. 

For purposes of this Building Code, the following terms are defined as follows: 
A. “Building Official” means the Building Official of the City of Durham, or the Building 

Official’s duly authorized representative. 

B. “Business Days” means days of the week excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal 
holidays observed by the City. 

C. “Calendar Days” means all days of the week including Saturdays, Sundays, and 
holidays. 

D. “City Council” means the City of Durham City Council. 

E. “The City” means the City of Durham, Oregon. 

F. “City Administrator” means the City Administrator of the City of Durham, or the City 
Administrator’s duly authorized representative. 

G. “Construction Documents” means written, graphic and pictorial documents prepared or 
assembled for describing the design, location and physical characteristics of the 
elements of a project necessary for obtaining a Permit. 

H. “Demolition” means the complete or substantial destruction, removal, or dismantling of 
a building, structure, regulated appurtenance, or portion thereof, including the removal 
of more than 50 percent of the perimeter walls of a building. Non-habitable, non-
historic accessory structures 200 square feet or less are exempt unless otherwise 
regulated by the Oregon specialty codes, the Durham Development Code, or another 
provision of City code. 

I. “Permit” means a building, mechanical, plumbing, grading, demolition, or other 
associated permit issued by the Building Official, City Administrator, or City 
Administrator’s duly authorized representative for activities identified in the scope. 

J. “Receipt” means the earliest of the following: 

1) If served by personal delivery, the date of the letter, notice, or order 

2) If served by certified or registered mail, return receipt requested, three (3) days 
after the date of the letter, notice, or order; 

3) If served by first class mail, three (3) days after the date of the letter, notice, or 
order; or 

4) If served by email, the date of a response email to the letter, notice, or order. 

5. Building Official Services. 

Durham City Council from time to time may provide the services of a person to act as the 
City Building Official by employment contract managed by the City Administrator or duly 
authorized representative, by intergovernmental agreement with another local government 
under authority of ORS Chapter 190, or by professional services contract with a private 
person or entity.  
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A. The Building Official shall perform those duties assigned under the City’s applicable 
building official services agreement or intergovernmental agreement, including permit 
review, plan review, inspections, and technical code administration for active permits. 

B. The City Administrator is authorized to administer and enforce this ordinance for 
matters not covered by such agreement, including unpermitted work, stop work orders, 
civil infractions, demolition, grading, excavation, fill, work in easements or rights-of-
way, and other local administrative or enforcement actions. 

6. Building Permit Life. 

Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work authorized by the permit is 
commenced within 180 days after issuance, or if the work authorized by the permit is 
suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the time the work is commenced. The 
Building Official, or the City Administrator for permits or approvals administered by the 
City, is authorized to grant, in writing, one or more extensions of time for periods not more 
than 180 days each. The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause shall be 
demonstrated. Permit fees, renewal fees, or other administrative fees may be established by 
City Council resolution. 

7. Standards for Fees by Resolution. 

Durham City Council shall, by resolution, provide fees to be charged to persons seeking a 
permit under the City’s Building Code. 

8. Applicable Building Code Standards and Fees. 

Durham City Council shall, by resolution, adopt provisions of the Building Code to allow 
the City the flexibility and timely response to remain current with state and federal 
requirements and regulations, new technologies, and best practices. All applicable specialty 
codes, rules and standards adopted via resolution will be enforced by the City. 
A. Structural Specialty Code. The City’s adoption of a Structural Specialty Code shall be 

by resolution and will be incorporated as part of the Building Code. 

B. Mechanical Specialty Code. The City’s adoption of a Mechanical Specialty Code shall 
be by resolution and will be incorporated as part of the Building Code. 

C. Residential Specialty Code. The City’s adoption of a Residential Specialty Code shall 
be by resolution and will be incorporated as part of the Building Code. 

D. Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code (OEESC). The City’s adoption of an Energy 
Efficiency Specialty Code shall be by resolution and will be incorporated as part of the 
Building Code. 

E. Plumbing Specialty Code. The City’s adoption of a Plumbing Specialty Code shall be 
by resolution and will be incorporated as part of the Building Code. 

F. Fire Code. The City’s adoption of the Fire Code will be by resolution and shall be 
incorporated as part of the Building Code. 

G. Fees. Permit fees will be adopted by resolution. 
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H. The City does not administer or enforce the Oregon Electrical Specialty Code. 
Electrical permits, inspections, and electrical code enforcement within the City are 
administered by Washington County or the otherwise applicable electrical permitting 
authority. Nothing in this ordinance is intended to assume or transfer electrical 
permitting or inspection authority to the City. 

9. Additional Local Permit Requirements and Locally Adopted Standards. 

The City further elects to adopt additional local permit requirements into this ordinance that 
are optional provisions of the Building Code or matters outside of the statutory authority of 
the state building code. The City shall adopt additional Building Code standards by 
resolution. 

 
Optional Oregon Residential Specialty Code (ORSC) provisions. 

A. Retaining Walls: Retaining walls that are over 4 feet (1219 mm) in height measured from the 
bottom of the footing to the top of the wall and that support a surcharge. Retaining walls that 
support an ascending slope exceeding 3:1 or that support a non-soil surcharge. 

B. Tanks that are located exterior to and not attached to or supported by a regulated building.   

C. Ground-mounted photovoltaic systems over ten feet in height measured to the highest point of the 
installation or where public access is permitted beneath the structure. 

D. Freestanding radio, television, and other telecommunication antennae and towers, not attached to 
or supported by a regulated building.  

E. Cellular phone, radio, television and other telecommunication and broadcast towers that are not 
attached to or supported by a regulated building. 

F. Flagpoles not attached to or supported by a regulated building, and which are over 25 feet in 
height. 

 
Locally Adopted Demolition, Grading, Excavation and Fill Standards 

To the extent demolition, grading, excavation, or fill activities are not otherwise regulated 
under the statutory authority of the State Building Code, the City locally adopts standards 
pursuant to its home rule and other applicable local authority. These provisions are adopted 
to establish local permit, safety, site protection, drainage, erosion control, and enforcement 
standards and shall be administered in coordination with the Building Official, City 
Administrator, Clean Water Services, and other applicable agencies. 

10. Demolition Permits 

A demolition permit shall be required to demolish any structure that is required to obtain a 
building permit under the Oregon specialty codes or that is required to obtain a permit under 
this ordinance, except fences unless otherwise required by another provision of City code. A 
demolition permit may be conditioned on compliance with applicable state and federal 
requirements, including asbestos, lead-based paint, erosion control, utility disconnection, 
right-of-way protection, and site restoration requirements. 
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11. Work without a Permit; Investigation Fees. 

A. Any owner or owner’s authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 
move, demolish, grade, excavate, fill, change the character or use of the occupancy, or 
change the occupancy of a building, structure, site, or regulated appurtenance regulated 
by this Building Code, or to cause any such work to be performed, shall first make 
application to the City and obtain the required permit. 

B. Whenever any work for which a Permit is required by the Building Code has been 
commenced without first obtaining the Permit, a special investigation shall be made 
before a Permit may be issued for such work. 

C. An investigation fee, may be collected whether or not a Permit is then or subsequently 
issued. The payment of such investigation fee shall not exempt any person from 
compliance with all other provisions of the Building Code nor from any penalty 
prescribed by law. 

D. Any person, firm or corporation performing, or found to have performed work, prior to 
obtaining a Permit where a Permit is required for such work, shall be subject to the 
penalties of this Building Code. 

E. Exception to this Section. The person, firm or corporation is working under a pre-
approved process as defined by a specific administrative policy of the Building Official 
may be excepted from this Section. 

12. Right of Entry. 

Where necessary to inspect or investigate work, activity, or conditions regulated by this 
ordinance, the Building Official, City Administrator or their duly authorized representative 
may request entry onto property or into a structure at reasonable times. If the property or 
structure is occupied, credentials shall be presented and entry shall be requested. If the 
property or structure is unoccupied, reasonable effort shall first be made to locate the owner, 
owner’s authorized agent, or other person having charge or control of the property and 
request entry. If entry is refused or cannot be obtained, the City shall have recourse to all 
remedies provided by law to secure entry. Nothing in this section authorizes entry in violation 
of state or federal law. 

13. Stop Work Order. 

A. Authority 

Where the City finds any work regulated by this Code being performed in a manner either contrary 
to the provisions of this Code, in a dangerous or unsafe manner, or in a manner that interferes with 
the City’s real property rights, as determined in the City Administrator’s sole discretion, the 
Building Official or the City Administrator are authorized to issue a stop work order. 

B. Issuance 
The stop work order shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property involved, 
the owner's authorized agent, or the person performing the work. Upon issuance of a stop work 
order, the cited work shall immediately cease. The stop work order shall state the reason for the 
order and the conditions under which the cited work will be permitted to resume. 

C. Unlawful Continuance 
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Any person who shall continue any work after having been served with a stop work order, except 
such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, commits 
a civil infraction punishable as described in the Penalty section of this ordinance. 

14. Suspension or Revocation 

The Building Official, or the City Administrator for permits or approvals administered by 
the City, may, in writing, suspend or revoke a Permit issued under the provisions of the 
Building Code whenever the Permit is issued in error on the basis of incorrect, inaccurate, or 
incomplete information supplied, or if its issuance or activity thereunder is in violation of 
this ordinance, any adopted resolution, permit condition, approved construction document, 
or other applicable City ordinance or regulation. 

15. Appeals. 

A. A person may appeal a decision of the Building Official to the State Specialty Code 
Chief, as provided by OAR 918-008-0120. The appeal must be filed within thirty (30) 
calendar days of the Building Official's decision. 

B. Appeals of land use decisions are processed in accordance with the Durham 
Development Code. 

C. Appeals of administrative decisions of the Building Official are made to the City 
Administrator. 

D. Appeals of civil penalties issued by the Building Official, or the City Administrator, are 
made to City Council. 

E. Any person aggrieved by the final decision of the City Council that pertains to a State 
of Oregon Building Code adopted by the City may appeal to the appropriate state 
advisory board as provided by Oregon law. 

16. Appeals Procedure. 

A. A person aggrieved by an appealable action taken under this Building Code may, within 
ten (10) Business Days after the Receipt of notice of the action, appeal in writing to the 
City Administrator, unless this ordinance or state law provides for appeal to another 
body or official. The appeal shall state: 
 

a. The name and address of the appellant; 
b. The nature of the determination being appealed; 
c. The reason the determination is incorrect; and 
d. What the correct determination of the appeal should be. 
 

B. Dismissal. 
 

a. An appellant who fails to file such a statement within the time permitted waives the 
objections, and the appeal shall be summarily dismissed by the City Administrator not 
later than five (5) Business Days after receipt of the appeal. 
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b. If an appellant timely files an appeal, but fails to meet requirements (a) through (d) of 
subsection (1), the City Administrator will notify the appellant in writing the defect(s) 
of the appeal and allow the appellant five (5) Business Days from Receipt of the 
notification of defect(s) to correct the defect(s) and resubmit the appeal. If appellant 
fails to correct the defect(s) and resubmit the appeal within the five (5) Business 
Days, the appeal shall be summarily dismissed by the City Administrator not later 
than five (5) Business Days after the date by which the appeal was resubmitted or had 
to be resubmitted, whichever is earlier. 

c. Upon Receipt of a timely appeal that meets the requirements of subsection (1), the 
official who issued the determination may prepare a written response brief to the City 
Administrator and the appellant no less than seven (7) calendar days prior to the 
hearing date. 

d. If a notice of revocation of a license or Permit is the subject of the appeal, the 
revocation does not take effect until final determination of the appeal. 
Notwithstanding this paragraph, an emergency suspension shall take effect upon 
issuance of, or such other time stated in, the notice of suspension. 

e. Unless the appellant and the City Administrator agree to a longer period, an appeal 
shall be heard by the City Administrator within thirty (30) calendar days of the 
Receipt of the appeal. No later than seven (7) calendar days prior to the hearing, the 
City Administrator shall mail notice of the time and location thereof to the appellant. 

f. The City Administrator shall hear and determine the appeal based on the appellant’s 
written statement, the official who issued the determination’s response brief, if any, 
and any additional evidence the City Administrator deems appropriate. At the hearing, 
the appellant may present testimony and oral argument personally or by counsel. The 
official who issued the determination may also present testimony and oral argument 
and may have the City represented by the City Attorney’s Office if the appellant is 
represented by counsel. The rules of evidence as used by courts of law do not apply. 

g. The City Administrator will issue a written decision within ten (10) Business Days of 
the hearing date. The decision of the City Administrator after the hearing is final. 

h. Any legal action contesting the City Administrator’s decision on the appeal must be 
filed within sixty (60) calendar days of the City Administrator’s decision. Review of 
the City Administrator’s decision shall be by writ of review pursuant to ORS 34.010 
to 34.100. 

17. Filing Parties. 

Appeals may only be filed by the following parties affected by a decision: 
a. The permit applicant, owner or the owner’s authorized representative; or 
b. The violator or a responsible person who has received notice of violation or civil 

penalty. 

18. Lien 

A. There shall be a lien created and it shall be done in accordance with this ordinance. 
 

B.  Any fine, assessment, or civil penalty imposed pursuant to the Building Code that 
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remains unpaid thirty (30) calendar days after the penalty is imposed (or after the fine, 
assessment, or civil penalty has been affirmed on appeal), may be filed as a lien against 
the lot, lots, or parcels of land involved in the municipal lien docket. Any costs incurred 
by the City in the abatement of any dangerous building and/or any other fine, 
assessment or administrative civil penalty not paid within thirty (30) days may be an 
assessment and lien against the property where the building is located. 
 

C. Notice. At the time of filing in the municipal lien docket, notice shall be provided to the 
responsible person. If the responsible person is not the owner of the property shown in 
the electronic records of the applicable county assessor on that date, then notice shall 
also be sent to the owner of the property. Failure to provide notice shall not in any way 
affect the validity of the lien. The notice shall state that the amounts imposed as 
penalties shall be payable and due, and that the penalties shall be liens against the lots 
or parcels of land involved, respectively. 

 
D. Interest. All such liens remaining unpaid after thirty (30) calendar days from the date of 

recording on the municipal lien docket shall become delinquent and shall bear interest 
at the rate of ten (10) percent per annum from and after that date. 

 
E. Enforcement. The liens shall be enforced in the manner provided in Oregon Revised 

Statutes Chapter 223 and shall have priority over all such other liens and encumbrances 
of any character. 

19. Responsibility for Compliance. 

It shall be the duty of every person who performs work for the installation, construction, 
alteration, repair, demolition, grading, excavation, fill, or maintenance of a building, 
structure, mechanical system, regulated appurtenance, or other activity regulated by this 
ordinance to comply with this ordinance, the applicable specialty codes, adopted resolutions, 
permit conditions, approved construction documents, and other applicable laws. 

20. Building in Easements. 

No person may construct, place, enlarge, alter, repair, move, or maintain a building, structure, 
wall, fence, retaining wall, footing, foundation, tank, photovoltaic support structure, tower, 
utility structure, or similar improvement within, over, or upon a public utility easement, 
drainage easement, access easement, public walkway, public trail easement, or public right-
of-way without written authorization from the City Administrator and all required permits. 

21. Penalty. 

Violation by any person of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed a civil infraction and 
is punishable by a fine not to exceed $1,000. Each calendar day of violation shall constitute a 
separate violation for the purposes of imposing a penalty. Violations shall be processed in 
accordance with Ordinance 270-25, or successor Municipal Court Ordinance, and Durham 
Municipal Code. 
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22. Severability 

The provisions of the Building Code are severable, and it is the intention of the City Council 
to confer the whole or any part of the powers herein provided for. If any clause, section, or 
provision of the Building Code are declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the 
remaining portion of the Building Code shall remain in full force and effect and be valid as 
if such invalid portion had not been incorporated. It is hereby declared that the City Council 
intends that the Building Code would have been adopted had such an unconstitutional 
provision not been included. 
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City of Durham 

ORDINANCE 274-26 
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR LICENSING OF TRADES, SHOPS, OCCUPATIONS, 
PROFESSIONS, AND BUSINESSES IN THE CITY OF DURHAM, OREGON FOR THE PURPOSES OF 

REVENUE AND 
REGULATION; PROVIDING THE METHOD OF ISSUING LICENSES; PROVIDING  

PENALTIES; AND REPEALING ORDINANCE 201-00 AND 217-04 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Durham finds businesses operating within the 
City benefit from City services, infrastructure, and regulatory oversight; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Durham finds requiring business licenses, 
payment of license fees, and submission of current business information is necessary to provide 
revenue for municipal purposes and to administer regulations applicable to businesses 
operating within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Durham finds it to be in the public interest the 
City’s business license regulations be updated, clarified, and consolidated into a single 
ordinance to reflect current business practices, improve administration, and align requirements 
and fees for businesses operating within the City prior to the start of the fiscal year; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council for the City of Durham desires to consolidate all City-related 
into one master fee schedule, adopted via resolution; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Durham declares an emergency and finds it in the 
City’s best interest for this ordinance to come into effect immediately upon its enactment; 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF DURHAM, OREGON ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

Section 1. The regulations regarding business licenses as set forth in Exhibit A are 
hereby adopted and incorporated into this Ordinance by reference. The City 
Administrator is authorized to make non-substantive edits necessary for 
organization, formatting for consistency, and to correct any scrivener’s 
errors that may be found in Exhibit “A” during codification. 

Section 2. Ordinance No. 201-00, Ordinance No. 217-04, and any other ordinances or 
parts of ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 

Section 3. The repeal of prior ordinances by Section 2 of this Ordinance does not affect 
the validity of licenses previously issued or fees previously assessed under 
those ordinances, does not relieve any obligation incurred under those 
ordinances, and does not prevent enforcement or prosecution of a violation 
committed before the effective date of this Ordinance. 

Section 4. If any provision, section, phrase, or word of this Ordinance or its application 
to any person, or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect 
other provisions that can be given effect without the invalid provision or 
application. 

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its enactment. 

/ 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City of Durham, Washington County, Oregon, this __26th day of 
*Monthay, 2026 

First Reading: *MonthApril Day28*, 2026 
Second Reading: *Month Day*May 26, 2026       
 

CITY OF DURHAM 

 

          By:  _______________________ 

              Joshua Drake, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________   

Jordan Parente, City Administrator/Recorder 
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City of Durham 

ORDINANCE 27X274-26 Exhibit “A” 

Business License OrdinanceUSINESS LICENCE ORDINANCE - EXHIBIT “A” 

1. Title for citation. 

The ordinance codified herein shall be known as the “Business License Ordinance”, and may 
so be cited and pleaded, and shall be cited herein as “this ordinance.” 

2. Purpose. 

It is declared to be in the public interest for the City of Durham to establish this ordinance 
relative to the matters of regulating business licenses to: 

A. Ensure businesses comply with City of Durham zoning regulations. 

B. Provide revenue for municipal purposes. 

C. License fees levied as a result of this ordinance are in addition to any other license or 
permit fees required to engage in a business. 

D. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to apply to a person transacting and 
carrying on a business that is exempt from city taxation by virtue of the constitutions 
or statutes of the United States or the State of Oregon. 

E. The levy or collection of a license fee shall not be construed to be a license or permit 
to engage in a business or actions that are otherwise unlawful, illegal, or prohibited by 
the laws of the City of Durham, Washington County, the State of Oregon, or the 
United States of America. 

F. A Durham business license is a regulatory revenue measure and does not authorize 
any use, activity, occupancy, or improvement otherwise prohibited by zoning, 
building, fire, health, or other applicable law. 

3. Definitions. 

The following definitions apply: 

Applicant: the agent or owner of the named business. 

Business: An enterprise, activity, profession, occupation or undertaking for profit, 
including the holding out of premises for tenancy by others. 

. 

City: The City Administrator of the City of Durham or duly authorized 
representative.  

Doing Business: An act or series of acts performed in the course or pursuit of a 
business activity on more than one occasion or day in a calendar quarter and not as 
a one-time isolated event. 
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License: The permission granted for the carrying on of a business, profession or 
occupation within the cityCity of Durham limits. 

Licensee: The business as specified and named by the applicant. 

Non-profit: An entity that exists to accomplish some purpose for which the United 
States and the State of Oregon have granted an exemption from taxation on income 
and that is formally recognized as a not-for-profit entity by either jurisdiction. 

Ownership Change: Any sale, assignment, conveyance, merger, reorganization, 
transfer, or other change in the legal or beneficial ownership of a business, whether 
in whole or in part, that results in a different person or entity controlling the 
business. This includes a change in the person or entity holding a majority 
ownership interest in the business but does not include a change that only affects a 
minority ownership interest and does not change control of the business. 

Person: In addition to its ordinary meaning, any business entity recognized by the 
state of Oregon. 

Revocation (of any business license): Withdrawal of approval to operate a business. 

Separate Business: A business that is legally distinct from another business or that 
operates a materially distinct activity, trade, profession, or undertaking, whether at 
the same location or a different location. 

Separate Business Location: Each fixed place at which business is conducted within 
the cityCity of Durham. 

Solicit and solicitation: The entry onto real property used for residential purposes 
by a person for the purpose of communicating with an occupant of the property, 
whether the communication is verbal, visual, or in writing. 

Suspension (of business license): An official order to suspend business operations 
pending correction or ceasing of certain conditions or practices. 

4. License Required. 

A. Unless exempt under Section 5 of this ordinance, a license fee is imposed on any business 
operating in the cityCity of Durham, and no person shall do business within the City of 
Durham without a current, valid cityCity of Durham business license.  

B. Unless exempt under Section 5 of this ordinance, no person shall do business within the City 
of Durham as the employee, agent, or representative of another person unless either the 
principal or the employee, agent or representative has a current, valid City of Durham business 
license for that business, no matter where the principal offices of that business are situated. 

C. A separate business license shall be required for each separate business and each separate 
business location within the City of Durham, unless specifically provided otherwise by this 
ordinance or by City Council resolution. 

D. Multiple legally distinct businesses operating at the same address may each be required to 
obtain a separate license. 
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E. A home occupation shall comply with all applicable Durham land use and development 
regulations in addition to obtaining a business license when required. 

F. The agent or agents of a nonresident proprietor engaged in any business for which a license is 
required by this ordinance shall be liable for any failure to comply with the provisions of this 
chapter, or for any penalty assessed under this chapter, to the extent, and with the like effect, as 
if such agent, or agents, were themselves the proprietors or owners of the business. 

G. A person representing himself/herthemself as being a business or exhibiting any sign or 
advertisement that he/shethey is are engaged in a business within the cityCity of Durham on 
which a license fee is levied by this ordinance shall be deemed to be actually engaged in such 
business and shall be liable for the payment if such license fee and subject to the penalties for 
failure to comply with the requirements of this ordinance. 

H. The city City may require proof of bonding or state registration. An applicant shall possess any 
required county or state license or authorization, or, if city City approval is a prerequisite, shall 
be awaiting final approval by the county or state, before a city City of Durham license will be 
issued. 

I. The cityCity, at the city City manager's Administrator's discretion, may require bonding or 
insurance of any business which: (1) may be financially unstable; or (2) poses a public health 
or safety hazard. The city City may refuse to grant a business license if compliance with the 
city City manager's Administrator's requirement of a bond or insurance is not proven. 

J. In addition to any other requirement of this chapter, each licensee shall: 

a. Conform to all federal, state, and local laws and regulations, the provisions of this 
ordinance, and any rules adopted hereunder, with the exception of the federal 
Controlled Substances Act as it pertains to marijuana legal under the laws of the State 
of Oregon; 

b. Notify the city City within ten days of any change in material information contained in 
the application, related materials, or license; 

c. Display a business license upon request to any person with whom he/she is dealing as 
part of the licensed activity or to an officer or employee of the cityCity of Durham. 

5. Exemptions and Disclaimers. 

A. None of the fees, bonds or insurance requirements provided for in this chapter or 
the rules adopted under this chapter shall be required if the applicant is a public 
body as defined in ORS 174.109. 

B. No person whose income is based solely on a wage or salary shall, for the purpose 
of this ordinance, be deemed a person transacting or carrying on any business in the 
cityCity of Durham, and it is the intention that all license taxes and fees will be 
borne by the employer. 

C. Any business paying a franchise tax or fee under any cityCity of Durham ordinance 
or resolution now existing is exempt from paying any fee under this ordinance, 
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butordinance but is subject to all other provisions of this ordinance unless expressly 
exempted by ordinance or resolution. 

D. Wholesalers making deliveries or taking orders from licensed retail outlets within 
the cityCity of Durham are exempt from this ordinance. 

E. Any person sixteen years of age or younger who operates a business on a part-time 
basis, which has an annual gross income of less than $2,500 (twenty-five hundred 
dollars) or any public school sponsored business activity, is exempt from this 
ordinance. 

F. Any person who, when conducting business within the cityCity of Durham, 
performs work or services only for the cityCity of Durham is exempt from this 
ordinance.  

G. A person who claims to be exempt from the license requirement of this Ordinance 
under provision of ORS 696.365 (relating to real estate salespersons working under 
a broker with principal offices outside the cityCity of Durham), ORS 701.015 
(relating to contractors and landscape contractors licensed by the Metropolitan 
Service District) or any other provision of state or local law shall show proof to the 
City AdministratorCity of the business license or receipt for business tax given by 
the other jurisdiction, if any, or other proof of the person's current, valid entitlement 
to such exemption. 

H. A nonprofit is not exempt from the requirement to obtain a CityCity of Durham 
business license, butlicense but shall be exempt from payment of the license fee 
upon submission of satisfactory proof to the City AdministratorCity that the United 
States Internal Revenue Service and, where applicable, the Oregon Department of 
Revenue have granted tax-exempt status. 

I. The levy or collection of a license fee upon any business shall not be construed to 
be a license or permit by the city City of Durham to the person engaged therein to 
carry on business if such business is unlawful, illegal or prohibited by the laws of 
the state or the United States or ordinances of the cityCity of Durham. 

J. The license fees levied pursuant to this ordinance shall be in addition to general ad 
valorem taxes now or hereafter levied pursuant to law. 

6. Door-to-Door Solicitation. 

A. It is unlawful for any person to: 
a. Solicit at any time before 8 AM and after 9 PM unless with the prior express 

permission of the person in possession or control of the residence; 
b. Leave written materials upon real property where a “No Solicitation” sign is posted;  
c. Solicit where a “No Solicitation” sign is posted;  
d. Allow or permit any person soliciting on their behalf or under their direction to commit 

any act prohibited by this section;  
e. Solicit at any time without carrying on or about the person a legible copy of a current 

valid CityCity of Durham Business license available for inspection on demand by any 
person to whom an offer or solicitation is made. A person who is exempt from the 
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business license required by this Ordinance shall carry and make available in lieu of 
same, printed identification showing the person's true name and the true business name 
of the other person or the entity that the solicitor represents. 
 

B. Consent to enter real property. 

a. It shall be an affirmative defense to an alleged violation of this section that the person 
charged received actual or constructive consent of the occupant prior to entering the 
real property. Constructive consent may be implied from the circumstances of each 
instance, the relationship of the parties, and actual or implied contractual relationships. 

b. The occupant of real property shall be considered to have given constructive consent to 
enter real property for the purpose of solicitation between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
9:00 p.m. if they have not posted a “No Solicitation” sign, pursuant to this section. 

C. Effect of posting “No Soliciting” sign. 

a. If an occupant of real property chooses to not invite solicitors, or certain types of 
solicitors, onto their property, the occupant may post a sign indicating their preference, 
such as a sign stating, “No Solicitation.” The effect of posting a sign stating, “No 
Solicitation,” or similar words to that effect, is to express the refusal of the occupant to 
grant consent to any person to enter their real property to solicit. 

b. Signs posted pursuant to this section shall be posted on or near the boundaries of the 
property at the normal points of entry.  

c. For real property possessing no apparent barriers to entry at the boundaries of the 
property that limit access to the primary entrance of a structure located on the property, 
placement on the sign at the primary entrance to the structure constitutes compliance 
with this section. 

D. Violations. A person who enters or remains unlawfully on property posted with a “No 
Solicitation,” “No Trespassing,” or similar sign is subject to a $500 (five-hundred dollar) 
violation. 

E. Compatibility. Nothing in this section shall relieve any person or entity who solicits and 
conducts business in the cityCity of Durham from compliance with the remaining sections of 
this ordinance.  

F. Severability. The subsections of this section are severable. The invalidity of any subsection 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining subsections. 

7. When Fees Due. 

A. Business licenses required under this ordinance are for a term commencing on July 1 of 
a calendar year and ending on June 30 of the following year, unless otherwise provided 
by City Council resolution for temporary businesses or another specific class of license. 

B. The business license fee shall be due on or before July 1 for persons doing business as of 
that date, or on or before the date a person commences doing business in Durham. 

C. Payment not received within 30 days of the due date is delinquent and is subject to 
penalties as provided herein and/or by City Council resolution. 

D. A person who first commences doing business in Durham on or after January 1 of a 
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calendar year shall be entitled to a 50 percent reduction of the applicable annual license 
fee for the license period ending June 30 of that year, unless otherwise provided by City 
Council resolution. 

E. In no case is a business license fee refundable, except where payment was made in error 
as determined by the City AdministratorCity. 

F. Failure of the City to send a renewal notice shall not relieve any person of the obligation 
to obtain or renew a business license or to pay any fee, penalty, or other charge due under 
this ordinance. 

G. No business license or permit required by this ordinance may be issued unless the license 
or permit fee and all outstanding penalties are paid in full. 

8. Information to be Submitted. 

A. Application for a business license or for renewal of a business license shall be 
submitted to the City AdministratorCity. Each application shall include the following 
information: 

a. The date of application; 

b. The name of the business; 

c. A description of the business to be conducted in the City of Durham; 

d. The name and title of the applicant and all persons having an ownership interest 
in the business; 

e. The person who may be contacted in case of an emergency and the phone 
number and email address at which that person may be reached; 

f. The location where the business is to be conducted; 

i. The name of the property owner or manager on which the business is 
located, if applicable; 

ii. The street address and mailing address of the business; 

iii. Whether the business is home-based, mobile, temporary, or conducted 
from a fixed commercial location; 

g. The average number of employees working in Durham, including working 
owners, expected during the licensing cycle being applied for; 

h. The types of hazardous materials, if any, regularly maintained on the premises 
as defined under ORS 466.605; 

i. The license fee tendered with the application; 

j. Any other information necessary to enable the City AdministratorCity or 
designee to review the application and determine whether the application should 
be approved. 

Formatted: Font color: Text 1

Formatted: Font color: Text 1

Formatted: Font color: Text 1

Formatted: Font color: Text 1

Formatted: Font color: Text 1

31



 

BUSINESS LICENSE ORDINANCE 27X274-26 – EXHIBIT “A” 
Page 7 of 109 

Formatted: Not Highlight

B. The City AdministratorCity may verify the information submitted for a business license 
by any information available. Review of an application shall not begin until all 
requested information has been provided. 

C. A licensee shall notify the City AdministratorCity in writing within 30 days of any 
material change in the information submitted with their application, including but not 
limited to a change in business name, business address, mailing address, ownership, 
emergency contact, or cessation of operations within the CityCity of Durham. 

9. License Issuance; Denial; Suspension; Revocation; Nonrenewal; Transfer. 

A. License approval. 

a. Upon receipt of a complete application, payment of all required fees, and 
satisfactory review of the application, the City AdministratorCity may issue a 
business license or renew a business license.  

b. The City AdministratorCity may request the planning department, the building 
department, the police department or other governmental agencies to inspect the 
premises or records of a business or applicant prior to issuing a business 
license or renewal of business license. The applicant's allowance of any 
inspections contemplated above is a requisite to obtaining a business license or 
renewal.  

c. If an application for a new or renewed license is approved, the City 
AdministratorCity shall notify the applicant in writing. The notice shall state 
any conditions or limitations placed on the license as a condition of maintaining 
the license which the city administratorCity deems necessary to protect the 
public health, safety or welfare, or which are required by federal, state, or 
county law, or this ordinance. 

d. Licenses or license renewals shall be kept and displayed at the licensed business 
premises and shall be supplied to any governmental agency upon request. 

B. The City AdministratorCity may deny, suspend, revoke, or decline to renew a business 
license if the City AdministratorCity finds that: 

a. The application is incomplete; 

b. The applicant has made a material false statement, misrepresentation, or 
omission in the application or in information submitted to the City; 

c. Required license fees, penalties, or other amounts due under this ordinance 
remain unpaid; 

d. The proposed or existing business activity is not lawful at the location identified 
in the application; 

e. The business is being operated in violation of this ordinance after notice and 
reasonable opportunity to cure, where appropriate; 

f. The license was issued in error; or 
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C. Denial, suspension, revocation, or nonrenewal shall be in writing and shall state the 
reasons for the decision and the right to appeal under Section 10 of this ordinance. The 
notice shall be given at least ten days before a revocation becomes effective, unless the 
City AdministratorCity determines that property, public health or safety is endangered 
if the business continues to operate during the ten-day notice period. If the violation 
ends within the fifteen days, the City AdministratorCity may discontinue the revocation 
proceedings 

D. A business license issued under this ordinance is nontransferable.  

E. Reapplication. A person whose application for a business license has been denied or 
whose license has been revoked may, after ninety days from the date of denial or 
revocation, apply for a license upon payment of the application fee and submission of 
an application form and related documents. 

F. Disqualification. A person whose application for any business license has been denied 
or whose license has been revoked twice within any twelve-month period or who has a 
total of four denials or revocations, shall be disqualified from applying for a license for 
a period of two years from the date of the last revocation or denial. 

G. Summary Suspension. Upon determining that a licensed activity or device presents an 
immediate danger to a person or property, the City AdministratorCity may summarily 
suspend the license for the activity or device. The suspension takes effect immediately 
upon notice of the suspension being received by the licensee, or being delivered to the 
licensee's business address as stated on the licensee's application for the license being 
suspended. Such notice shall state the reason for the suspension and inform the licensee 
of the provisions for appeal under Section 10. The city City may continue a suspension 
as long asif the reason for the suspension exits or until a determination on appeal 
regarding the suspension is made under Section 10. 

10. Appeals 

A. A person aggrieved by a determination of the City AdministratorCity regarding fee 
classification, exemption status, denial, suspension, revocation, nonrenewal, or other 
determination made under this ordinance, may appeal in writing to the City Council. 
The written notice of appeal must be accompanied by an appeal fee equal to the 
appellant’s business license fee. 

B. An appeal shall be filed with the City AdministratorCity within ten (10) days of the date 
of mailing of the City’s written determination being appealed. Appeals received more 
than ten (10) days after the date of mailing of the City’s written determination will be 
dismissed without review by the City Council.  

C. The City Council shall hear the appeal at its next available meeting or as soon thereafter 
as practicable. 

D. The City may grant a request to continue the hearing for good cause. 

E. The City Council may affirm, reverse, or modify the determination of the City 
AdministratorCity. The City Council’s decision shall be final. 
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11. Fees Imposed. 

A. A license fee is imposed on the act of doing business within the City of Durham in an 
amount set by City Council resolution. 

B. Nothing contained in this ordinance shall vest any right in a license as a contract 
obligation on the part of the city City of Durham as to the amount of the fee. The fees, 
as set by council resolution, may be increased or decreased, additional fees may be 
imposed, and classifications may be changed by City Council resolution unless 
otherwise required by law. 

C. A person operating more than one business shall pay the license fee prescribed for each 
of the businesses, except as specifically provided by ordinance or City Council 
resolution. 

D. The City Council may establish by resolution fees for amended licenses, reissued 
licenses, ownership changes, duplicate licenses, and similar administrative actions. 

12. Enforcement and Violations. 

A. It is a violation of this ordinance to: 

a. Do business within the City of Durham without a current, valid business license 
when a license is required; 

b. Submit materially false, misleading, or incomplete information in an application 
or other document required under this ordinance; 

c. Fail to comply with the conditions of licensure imposed under this ordinance; 

d. Conduct door-to-door solicitation in violation of Section 7; 

e. Fail to pay fees or penalties due under this ordinance; or 

f. Fail to comply with a lawful written notice issued under this ordinance. 

B. A violation of this ordinance is a civil infraction and is punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $1,000.00 for each violation. 

C. Each calendar day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate violation for 
purposes of imposing a penalty. 

D. Violations of this ordinance shall be processed in accordance with Ordinance 270-25, or 
Durham’s Municipal Court Ordinance, as amended. 

E. Whenever there exists cause to suspect a violation of any provisions of this ordinance, 
or when necessary to investigate an application for, or revocation or suspension of a 
license under any of the procedures prescribed in this ordinance, officials responsible 
for enforcement or administration of this ordinance, or their duly authorized 
representatives, may enter on any site, or into any structure, for the purpose of 
investigation, provided they do so in a reasonable manner. No secured building shall be 
entered without the consent of the owner or occupant unless under authority of a lawful 
warrant. 
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F. Any business which is established, operated, moved, altered, enlarged or maintained 
contrary to the licensing requirements is, and is declared to be, unlawful and a public 
nuisance, and may be abated in the same manner provided by law and ordinance for the 
abatement of other nuisances. 

G. In addition to denial, suspension, revocation, or nonrenewal of a business license, the 
City may pursue any lawful civil remedy, including collection of unpaid fees and 
penalties, code enforcement, seeking injunctive relief to enforce the provisions of this 
chapter, obtaining a judgment and enforcing collection thereon, or other remedy 
authorized by ordinance or law. 

H. The rights, remedies, and penalties provided under this ordinance are cumulative, are 
not mutually exclusive, and are in addition to any other rights, remedies, and penalties 
available to the City of Durham under any other provisions of law. 
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1-10 Employees 3,800.00$             3,075.00$             1-2 Employees
11-50 Employees 2,200.00$             3,500.00$             3-10 Employees
51+ Employees 1,000.00$             3,850.00$             11-50 Employees

600.00$                 51-100 Employees
1,350.00$             101+ Employees

Multi-Unit 
Residential 5,370.00$             6,750.00$             

Multi-Unit 
Residential

TOTAL 12,370.00$           19,125.00$           TOTAL

Current Fee Revenue

Business License Revenue
Proposed Fee Revenue

1-2 - $75.00 3-10 - $100.00 11-50 - $175.00 51-100 - $300.00 101+ - $450.00 Multi-Unit Residential - $75.00 + $15/unit

41 35 22 2 3 435

# of Business in Durham in Each Proposed Fee Tier 

Business #1 Business #2 Business #3 Business #4 Business #5 Business #6
# of Full-Time 
Employees (or FTE) 2 10 25 50 100 151

Beaverton 100.00$                 172.00$                 352.00$                 652.00$                 1,252.00$             1,864.00$             
Forest Grove 84.00$                   139.00$                 173.00$                 173.00$                 219.25$                 381.00$                 
Gladstone 100.00$                 135.00$                 210.00$                 335.00$                 585.00$                 840.00$                 
Gresham 80.00$                   104.00$                 149.00$                 224.00$                 374.00$                 527.00$                 
Hillsboro 105.00$                 145.00$                 220.00$                 345.00$                 595.00$                 725.00$                 
King City 167.00$                 167.00$                 167.00$                 167.00$                 167.00$                 167.00$                 
Lake Oswego 200.00$                 200.00$                 200.00$                 350.00$                 450.00$                 450.00$                 
Milwaukie 283.00$                 363.00$                 513.00$                 763.00$                 1,263.00$             1,773.00$             
Oregon City 184.00$                 184.00$                 184.00$                 298.00$                 414.00$                 414.00$                 
Rivergrove - - - - - -
Tigard 118.00$                 560.00$                 1,051.00$             1,051.00$             1,551.00$             1,551.00$             
Tualatin 55.00$                   60.00$                   120.00$                 120.00$                 240.00$                 240.00$                 
Wilsonville 106.00$                 130.00$                 175.00$                 250.00$                 400.00$                 553.00$                 

Mean 131.83$                 196.58$                 292.83$                 394.00$                 625.85$                 790.42$                 
Median 105.50$                 156.00$                 192.00$                 316.50$                 432.00$                 540.00$                 

Durham (Current Fees) 50.00$                   50.00$                   100.00$                 100.00$                 200.00$                 200.00$                 
Durham (Proposed Fees) 75.00$                   100.00$                 175.00$                 175.00$                 300.00$                 450.00$                 

Business License Fee Comparision Table
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City of Durham, Oregon 

RESOLUTION NO. 697-26 
A RESOLUTION OF THE DURHAM CITY COUNCIL ADOPTING BUILDING CODE 

STANDARDS FOR THE CITY OF DURHAM, OREGON 

WHEREAS, the City of Durham ("City") adopted Ordinance 275-26 establishing an ordinance, which 
allows the City of Durham to adopt by resolution the State of Oregon building codes updates developed by 
the State Building Codes Division (BCD); and 

WHEREAS, BCD has published online the updated Specialty Codes for adoption; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to adopting Ordinance 275-26, the City repealed existing building codes enacted by 
ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the City further desires to repeal and replace Resolution 684-25 in order to update the City’s 
adopted building code standards. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DURHAM, 
OREGON as follows: 

1. Durham City Council hereby adopts the following codes as the standards for review of all 
applications for building and related permits for the construction, reconstruction, maintenance and 
repair of structures within the City, all as adopted by the Administrator of the State Building Code 
Division: 

A. The 2025 Oregon Structural Specialty Code (OSSC); 

B. The 2025 Oregon Mechanical Specialty Code (OMSC); 

C. The 2023 Oregon Residential Specialty Code (ORSC); 

D. The 2023 Oregon Plumbing Specialty Code (OPSC); 

E. The 2025 Oregon Fire Code (OFC), as adopted by State Rule 837-040-0010 and as adopted 
and enforced by Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue or other applicable fire official; 

F. The 2010 Oregon Manufactured Dwelling Installation Specialty Code (OMDISC); 

G. The 2025 Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code (OEESC); 

2. The City further elects to adopt by reference the following optional provisions contained in 
Sections R101.2.2 of the 2023 Oregon Residential Specialty Code (ORSC) and 101.2.1 2025 
Oregon Structural Specialty Code (OSSC) as part of the City’s Standards Applicable to the Building 
Code. 

A. Retaining Walls: Retaining walls that are over 4 feet (1219 mm) in height measured from 
the bottom of the footing to the top of the wall and that support a surcharge. Retaining walls 
that support an ascending slope exceeding 3:1 or that support a non-soil surcharge. 

B. Tanks that are located exterior to and not attached to or supported by a regulated building.   

C. Ground-mounted photovoltaic systems over ten feet in height measured to the highest point 
of the installation or where public access is permitted beneath the structure. 

D. Freestanding radio, television, and other telecommunication antennae and towers, not 
attached to or supported by a regulated building.  
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E. Cellular phone, radio, television and other telecommunication and broadcast towers that are 
not attached to or supported by a regulated building. 

F. Flagpoles not attached to or supported by a regulated building, and which are over 25 feet 
in height. 

3. Locally Adopted Demolition, Grading, Excavation and Fill Standards. 
To the extent demolition, grading, excavation, or fill activities are not otherwise regulated under 
the statutory authority of the State Building Code, the City locally adopts the following 
standards pursuant to its home rule authority and other applicable local authority. 
 

A. Demolition: A demolition permit shall be required before any person demolishes a building, 
structure, regulated appurtenance, or portion thereof when a permit is required by this 
ordinance, the Durham Development Code, an adopted resolution, or other applicable law. 
Demolition permits may be conditioned on compliance with applicable state and federal 
requirements, including asbestos, lead-based paint, erosion control, utility disconnection, 
right-of-way protection, and site restoration requirements. 

B. Appendix J – Grading: Appendix J of the adopted edition of the Oregon Structural Specialty 
Code, together with the corresponding Appendix J provisions of the 2024 International 
Building Code, except as modified below: 

a. Delete: Section J103.2 Exemptions. Delete item 1 

b. Revise: Section J103.2 Exemptions. 1. 100 cubic yards, or 1 foot of depth for fill. 

c. Add: Section J109.5 Drainage. Drainage shall be provided as required by the geotechnical 
evaluation. The design and construction of drainage systems shall be in accordance with the 
applicable requirements of the Oregon Plumbing Specialty Code. Drainage system 
discharge shall be to an approved location. 

d. Revise: J110.1 General. Delete former and add: J110.1 General. Erosion Control 
measures shall be installed and maintained in accordance with Clean Water Services 
Standards for Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control (EPSC) requirements for the 
duration of a project. 

4. Resolution No. 684-25 is hereby repealed and replaced in its entirety. 
5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its passage by the City Council. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City of Durham, Washington County, Oregon this 26th day of May 2026. 

      CITY OF DURHAM 
      BY: 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Joshua Drake, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Jordan Parente, City Administrator / Recorder 
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City of Durham, Oregon 

RESOLUTION NO. 698-26 

A RESOLUTION OF THE DURHAM CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR AND CITY ATTORNEY TO SIGN AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL 

AGREEMENT WITH METRO FOR THE REMEDIATION OF ENCAMPMENTS 

WHEREAS, Metro is a municipal corporation formed and operating under ORS Chapter 268 and the 
Metro Charter, and is a unit of local government authorized to enter in intergovernmental agreements 
pursuant to ORS 190.003 ï 190.030; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Durham is a unit of local government authorized to enter into 
intergovernmental agreements pursuant to ORS 190.010; and 

WHEREAS, Metro staff and contracted agencies are able and prepared to remove (clean up) solid 
waste at camping sites on public property (campsites) established by individuals experiencing 
houselessness; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Durham desires to renew its contract with Metro to provide services to clean-
up homeless camps; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
DURHAM, OREGON as follows: 

1.�� Section 1. Authorization. 
The City Administrator and City Attorney are authorized to execute the attached intergovernmental 
agreement between the City of Durham and Metro.�Ù
 

2.�� Section 2. No Financial Obligation. 
This Resolution does not obligate the City to any financial expenditures. 
 

3.�� Section 3. Authorization to Proceed. 
This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the Council. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City of Durham, Washington County, Oregon this 26th day of May 
2026. 

      CITY OF DURHAM 
      BY: 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Joshua Drake, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Jordan Parente, City Administrator / Recorder�Ù


